Constitution of the Latter-day Saints Student Association

PREAMBLE

Recognizing the many choices that confront students attending the University of Michigan the Latter-day Saints Student Association (LDSSA) is established by the Ann Arbor Institute of Religion to help students have a balanced secular and spiritual educational experience during their years of formal education.

ARTICLE I

NAME
Section 1: The name of this organization is the Latter-day Saint Student Association (LDSSA) adjacent to the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor MI.

ARTICLE II

AFFILIATION

Section 1:  LDSSA is affiliated with the Ann Arbor Institute of Religion of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

ARTICLE III
PURPOSES AND MISSION
The purposes and mission of LDSSA are as follows:

Section 1:
To encourage and support members of LDSSA in achieving their academic goals and maintaining a balance life while on campus.

Section 2:
To encourage members of LDSSA to become an influence for good by participating in activities and service on campus and in the community.

Section 3:
To provide students with meaningful service opportunities and social and religious activities that are consistent with LDSSA standards.

ARTICLE IV
MEMBERSHIP

Section 1:  Membership shall be open to all students enrolled at the University of Michigan who espouse the purposes of LDSSA as stated herein. Upon joining the organization, all members agree not to undermine the purpose or mission of LDSSA
Section 2:  LDSSA is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for all persons and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, disability, religion, height, weight, or veteran status in its membership or activities unless permitted by university policy for gender specific organizations.
Section 3: 
Notwithstanding any other provision, members shall abide LDSSA standards which are the standards of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

Section 4: 
No member of LDSSA shall engage in hazing, participate in hazing, or commit any act that causes or is likely to cause bodily danger, physical harm, or personal degradation or disgrace resulting in physical or mental harm to any fellow student or person attending LDSSA.
Section 5:  Joining the organization: Interested individuals may join the organization by attending a meeting, requesting to be added to the listserv, contacting a member, or emailing the group.

Section 6:  Removal of members: A member may voluntarily withdraw from the organization by notifying the executive board of their desire to discontinue membership. Any member of LDSSA in violation of LDSSA’s purpose or constitution may have their privileges as a member revoked by a unanimous decision by the executive committee members, in consultation with the advisor.
ARTICLE V

ORGANIZATION

Section 1:
LDSSA shall have advisors appointed by the Ann Arbor Institute of Religion.

Section 2:
The leaders will be a president and other officers the president and advisors determine necessary.  All officers will be students at the University of Michigan.

Section 3:
A quorum will be the President and their councilor/s, the advisor, and at least 3 members.

ARTICLE VI
OFFICERS

Section 1:
The president is nominated by the advisors and confirmed by a simple majority of the LDSSA members.

Section 2:
The president nominates other officers who are confirmed by a simple majority of the members.  Officers will be voted upon annually for each school year or more often if necessary.

Section 3:  Removal of officers: Any officer in violation of LDSSA’s purpose, or who fails to fulfill their responsibility as outlined by the LDSSA advisor, may be removed from office by the LDSSA advisor, who shall then appoint a new officer to the position.
ARTICLE VII
FINANCES

Section 1:
LDSSA does not charge membership dues, nor does LDSSA charge fees to participate in LDSSA activities. LDSSA may accept voluntary contributions from individuals to help cover the cost of meals provided in connection with some LDSSA activities.
ARTICLE VIII

RATIFICATION
Section 1:  This constitution must be ratified by a simple majority vote of a quorum (see Article V, Section 3) to take effect and shall be reviewed every 3 years.
Section 2:  Amendments may be proposed at a meeting held to review the constitution every 3 years and will be approved and added to the constitution by a simple majority vote. The advisor of LDSSA has full veto power.

