
Pets Are Wonderful Support of Ann Arbor
Constitution and Bylaws 

CONSTITUTION 

Article I. Name. This club shall be known as PAWS Ann Arbor, hereinafter also referred to as “PAWS”

Article II. Objectives. The objectives of PAWS shall be: 

1. to enable at risk populations to keep their pet companions.

2. reduce depression and social isolation in the community through pets.

3. to alleviate pet homelessness and needless pet killing

4. to increase the awareness of pet sociability potential in our society

5. To collaborate with Meals-On-Wheels, the Humane Society and other applicable organizations.

Article III. PAWS Profits. PAWS shall not be conducted or operated for profit and no part of any profits or remainder or residue from dues or donations to PAWS shall benefit any member or individual. PAWS has no national affiliations and is not a subsidiary of any national organization.
Article IV. Revisions. The members of PAWS shall adopt and may from time to time 

revise such bylaws as may be required to carry out these objectives. 

BYLAWS 

Article I. Membership. 


Section 1. Eligibility. There shall be 3 types of membership open to persons who 
subscribes to the purposes and objectives of PAWS and is in good standing with 
PAWS. Adhering to the University of Michigan’s Nondiscrimination policy, there is an equal opportunity for membership for all persons and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, disability, religion, height, weight, or veteran status in employment, educational programs and activities, and admissions. Pets Are Wonderful Support [PAWS] is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for all persons and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, disability, religion, height, weight, or veteran status in its membership or activities unless permitted by university policy for gender specific organizations.

Section 2. Types of membership. 



Section 2.1. Single membership. Open to members 18 years of age or 



older. Single members are entitled to one vote and are eligible to hold office 



in PAWS.  



Section 2.2. Family/Household membership. Open to any two members 



of a household 18 years of age or older. Each Family/Household 



membership is entitled to two votes but only one member may hold office at 



any one time. 



Section 2.3. Junior membership. Junior membership is open to any 



individual who is under seventeen years of age. Juniors may convert to 



Single membership upon reaching their 18th birthday. Junior members shall 



not be entitled to vote or eligible to hold office, but shall be eligible for 



annual trophies or awards offered by or through PAWS. 

Section 3. Application for membership. 


Section 3.1. Submitting the application. Each applicant for membership in the 


Club shall apply on a board-approved Application for Membership, which shall 


provide that the applicant agrees to abide by the Constitution and Bylaws of 
PAWS. The prospective member shall submit the completed application to the      Secretary. 


Section 3.2. Sponsors. Each application shall be endorsed by two Club 


members in good standing. 

Section 3.3. Adherence to mission statement. Upon joining the organization, all members agree not to undermine the purpose or mission of PAWS.

Section 3.4 Removal of Members. Members may be removed by simple majority vote of the executive board. Any member who is removed may appeal removal in writing to the president, who shall present the appeal to the board.
Section 4. Election To Membership. Applicants may be elected by secret ballot at 

the next meeting of the Board of Directors or by secret vote of the Directors by 

email, except that no email vote may be initiated until each Board member has 

received a copy of all comments on the application from the Membership

Secretary. Affirmative votes of a majority of the Directors present at a meeting of the 

Board or of the entire Board voting by mail shall be required to elect an applicant. 

Section 5. Rejected Applications. Either sponsor of any applicant whose 

membership application is rejected by the Board may personally present the 

application at the next meeting of PAWS. PAWS membership may elect such 

applicant by secret ballot and a favorable vote of 75 percent of the members 

present, in good standing, and voting. 

Section 6. Termination Of Membership. Memberships may be terminated for any 

of the following reasons: 


Section 6.1. Resignation. Any member in good standing may resign from 


PAWS upon written notice to the Secretary. 

Section 6.2. Removal. Any member may be removed from the organization by simple majority vote by the executive board following inappropriate behavior or clear violation of the bylaws.
Article II. Club Year. 


Section 1. Fiscal Year. PAWS’s fiscal year shall begin on the 1st day of January 


and end on the last day of December. 


Section 2. Official Year. PAWS’s official year shall begin on the 1st day of the 
University of Michigan’s fall academic semester and end on the last day of the 
winter academic semester.

Article III. Meetings. 


Section 1. Regular membership meetings. Regular membership meetings of 


PAWS shall be held TWO TIMES EACH MONTH at such time and place as may 
be designated by the Board of Directors. Written notice of the time, place and 
location of this meeting shall be mailed not later than 7 days prior to the meeting.


Section 3. Special Club meetings. Special meetings may be called by the 


President or by a majority vote of the members of the Board of Directors who are 


present and voting at any meeting of the Board or who vote by mail, and shall be 


called by the Secretary upon receipt of a petition signed by 10 percent of the 


members of PAWS who are in good standing. Such special meetings shall be 


held at a place, date and hour as may be designated by the person or persons 


authorized herein to call such a meeting. Written notice of such a meeting shall be 


mailed by the Secretary at least fifteen (15) days and not more than thirty (30) 
days prior to the date of the meeting, and said notice shall state the purpose of the 


meeting and no other Club business may be transacted thereat. The quorum for 


such a meeting shall be 20 percent of the members living in Kent County and in 


good standing. 


Section 4. Board meetings. The Board shall meet immediately following the 


annual Club meeting and election. Meetings of PAWS Board of Directors shall be 


held at such times and places as the Board of Directors shall from time to time 


determine by the Board of Directors. Written notice of each such meeting shall be 


sent by the Secretary at least 15 days prior to the date of the meeting. 


Section 5. Special Board meetings. Special meetings of the Board may be called 


by PAWS President, Vice President, or by the Secretary upon receipt of a written 


request signed by at least three members of the Board. Such special meeting shall 


be held at such time and place as may be designated by the person authorized to 


call such meeting. The Secretary shall mail written notice of such meeting at least 


30 days prior to the date of the meeting. Any such notice shall state the purpose of 


the meeting and no other business shall be transacted thereat. The quorum for 


such a meeting shall be a majority of the Board. 

Article IV. Directors and Officers.

Section 1. Board of Directors. The Board of Directors shall be composed of 
the Officers, all of whom shall be members in good standing and all of whom shall 
be elected as provided in Article V and shall serve until their successors are 
elected. In addition, the immediate past President shall serve as a non-voting 
member of the board for a period of one year only. General management of the 
Club’s affairs shall be entrusted to the Board of Directors. 


Section 2. Term of Office. The Officers of PAWS shall serve for one year or until 


their successors are elected. No person may hold more than one office per term. 


The other members of the Board of Directors shall be elected one year terms. Any 


director who misses 6 board meetings within a PAWS year shall be removed 
from the Board of Directors, unless a majority of the board members present and 
voting at the meeting from which the director is absent for the second time votes to 


excuse one or both of the absences. 


Section 3. Officers. PAWS’s Officers, consisting of the President, Vice 


President, Secretary, and Treasurer shall serve in their respective capacities both 


with regard to PAWS and its meetings and the board and its meetings. All 


Officers must be in good standing with PAWS.



Section 3.1. President. The President shall preside at all meetings of the 



Club and of the Board of Directors, and shall have the duties and powers 



normally appurtenant to the office of the President in addition to those 



particularly specified in these bylaws. 



Section 3.2. Vice President. The Vice President shall assist the President 



when and where possible. The Vice President shall have the duties and 



exercise the powers of the President in case of the President’s



absence or incapacity. 



Section 3.3. Secretary. The Secretary shall keep a written record of all 



meetings of PAWS and of the Board and of all matters of which a record 



shall be ordered by PAWS; shall have charge of the correspondence, 



including but not limited to: 



a. Notifying members of meetings and events; 



b. Preparing, printing, and mailing official PAWS ballots; 



c. In the death, absence or incapacity of the President and Vice 



President, carrying out the duties and exercising the powers of the 



President; and 



d. Carrying out other such duties as prescribed in these bylaws. 



Section 3.4. Treasurer. The Treasurer shall receive all moneys due or 



belonging to PAWS. Moneys shall be deposited in a bank checking 



account designated by the board, in the name of PAWS. The books shall 



at all times be accurate, up to date, and open to inspection by the board. A 



report shall be given at every Board meeting on the condition of PAWS’s



finances and every item of receipt or payment not before reported; and at 



the annual meeting, an accounting shall be rendered of all moneys received 



and expended during the previous fiscal year. In the event of the resignation, 



death or expulsion of the Treasurer, all moneys and account books of the 



Club shall be handed over to the Board of Directors until the office of 



Treasurer is filled. The President shall sign all checks during this interim 



period. 



Section 3.5. External Affairs Chair. The External Affairs chair shall organize 



and conduct all volunteer events and activities. The External Affairs chair

shall track participation and volunteer hours, and is responsible for the safety and wellbeing of all volunteers. The External Affairs chair shall manage all organizations with External nonprofits.

Section 3.6. Internal Events Chair. The Internal Events Chair shall organize all social and teambuilding events within the club.

Section 3.7. Marketing Chair. The Marketing Chair shall be responsible for maintaining the image of the organization. The Marketing Chair shall manage all official social media sites for the organization.

Section 3.8. Fundraising Chair. The Fundraising Chair shall be responsible for organizing all fundraising events, ensuring that all funds are properly counted and turned over to the Treasurer, and ensuring that all donations are properly dispersed to the beneficiaries of the fundraiser. 

Section 4. Resignations. Any director may resign at any time by giving a written 


notice to the secretary of PAWS. Such resignation shall take effect at the time 


specified therein, and unless otherwise stated therein, the acceptance of such 


resignation shall not be necessary to make it effective. 

Section 5. Compensation. The members of the board shall serve without 


compensation for time or labor but may be compensated for reasonable and 


necessary expenses. 

Section 6. Removal. Officers may be removed by a 2/3 majority vote by the entire organization. If an officer is removed, their role will be filled by the president (or, if the president is removed, the Vice President) until the vacancy is filled by special election.
Article V. Elections. 


Section 1. Annual Election. The election of Officers and directors shall be 


conducted by secret written ballot, except that if no nominations are received by 
the Secretary as provided in Article V, Section 2.4, no ballot will be necessary. In 
this case, the persons selected by the Nominating Committee will be declared 
elected by the Secretary at the annual meeting of PAWS. If additional 
nominations have been made as provided in Article V, Section 2.4, the 
Chairperson of the Tally Committee shall report the results of the election at the 
annual meeting. The nominated candidate receiving the greatest number of votes 
for each office or position on the board shall be declared elected. 


Section 2. Nominations. No person may be a candidate for an office or position 


on the Board who has not been nominated. Nominations cannot be made in any 


manner other than as provided in this section. 



Section 2.1 Nominating Committee. At the October meeting, the Board 



shall select a Nominating Committee, consisting of three members and one 



alternate, all members in good standing, none of whom shall be a member 



of the current Board of Directors. The board shall name one member of the 



committee to serve as Chairperson, who shall be responsible for setting 



times and dates for Committee meetings and for reporting results to the 



Club Secretary. The Nominating Committee may conduct its business in



person or by use of mail, telephone or other electronic communication, 



provided that all decisions must be confirmed in writing. Persons 



nominated must accept nomination in writing. 



Section 2.2. Candidates. The Nominating Committee shall nominate from 



among the eligible members of PAWS, one candidate for each office and 



for each other position on the Board of Directors and shall procure 



acceptance of each nominee in writing. No person shall be nominated for 



more than one position. The Committee shall submit its slate of candidates 



to the Secretary not later than December 1. The Secretary shall email the list, 



including the full name of each candidate before December 15, so that 



members may make additional nominations, if they so desire. 



Section 2.3. Additional Nominations. Additional nominations may be made 



by any Club member in good standing, at the annual meeting and must be 



accompanied by a written acceptance of the nomination from each 



additional nominee. No person shall be nominated for more than one 



position. 



a. If no valid additional nominations are made, the Nominating 



Committee’s slate of candidates shall be declared elected at the 



time of the annual meeting and no balloting will be required. 



b. If one or more valid nominations are received by the Secretary on 



or before January 1, an election will be held by secret ballot at the 



annual meeting. 



Section 2.6. Election Results. Election results will be announced by the 



Secretary at the meeting following voting.



Section 2.7. Change of Officers and Board Members. The newly-elected 



Officers and board members shall take office at the conclusion of the annual 



meeting at which they were elected. Each retiring Officer and board member 



shall turn over to his/her successor in office all properties and records 



relating to that office within 30 days after the election. 

Article VII. Committees. 


Section 1. Appointing Committees. The Board shall each year appoint such 


standing committees as needed to advance the operation of PAWS or to aid the 


board on particular projects. Such committees shall always be subject to the final 


authority of the Board. 


Section 2. Terminating Committee Appointments. Any committee appointment 


may be terminated by majority vote of the full membership of the board upon full 


written notice to the appointee, and the board may appoint successors to those 


persons whose service has been terminated. 

Article IX. Amendments. 


Section 1. Proposing Amendments. Amendments to the constitution and bylaws 


may be proposed by the Board of Directors or by written petition addressed to the 


Secretary signed by 20 percent of the membership in good standing. Amendments 


proposed by such petition shall be promptly considered by the Board of Directors 


and must be submitted to the members with the recommendations of the board by 


the Secretary for a vote at the time of the annual election subsequent to the date 


when the petition was received by the Secretary. 


Section 3. Publishing Proposed Amendments. Proposed amendments must be 


mailed and include the recommendations of the board. The Secretary shall mail to 


each member in good standing a ballot listing all proposed amendments, together 


with an envelope addressed to the Chairperson of the Tally Committee. Ballots 
may be mailed with a club newsletter. 


Section 4. Voting Procedures.. Ballots shall be returned, counted, and results 


announced in accordance with the procedures outlined in Section 2 of this article. 


The favorable vote of 2/3 of the members in good standing who return valid ballots 


within the specified time limit shall be required to effect such a proposed 


amendment. 


Section 5. PAWS Approval. No amendment to the constitution and bylaws that is 


adopted by PAWS shall become effective until it has been approved by UKC.

Article X. Dissolution. PAWS may be dissolved at any time by the written consent of 

not less than 2/3 of the members in good standing. In the event of the dissolution of PAWS, whether voluntary or involuntary or by operation of law, other than for purposes of reorganization, none of the property of PAWS nor any proceeds thereof nor any assets of PAWS shall be distributed to any members of PAWS, but after payment of the debts of PAWS, its property and assets shall be given to the San Francisco PAWS if still in existence, or a non profit organization for the benefit of pets selected by the Board. 

Article XIII. Certification. We hereby certify that the foregoing Constitution and Bylaws, 

consisting of [# ] pages, including this page, constitute the Bylaws of PAWS, duly 

adopted by its Board of Directors at a meeting properly noticed and held, and at which 

a quorum was present on the 23rd of April, 2017. 

____________________________________ ________________ 

(Print name underline and sign above), President Date 

____________________________________ ________________ 

(Print name underline and sign above), Vice-President Date

____________________________________ ________________ 

(Print name underline and sign above), Secretary Date 

____________________________________ ________________ 

(Print name underline and sign above), Treasurer Date

____________________________________ ________________ 

(Print name underline and sign above), External Affairs Date
____________________________________ ________________ 

(Print name underline and sign above), Internal Events Date
____________________________________ ________________ 

(Print name underline and sign above), Fundraising Date

